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HARNESS RACING — REGIONAL TRACKS 

500. Mr P.J. RUNDLE to the Premier: 

I compliment the Minister for Sport and Recreation for sporting his National Party colours today—very good. 

I understand that the Premier’s Minister for Racing and Gaming and the CEO of Racing and Wagering Western 
Australia are currently presiding over the closures of and funding reductions for harness racing tracks in Kellerberrin, 
Narrogin, Wagin, Albany, Collie, Bridgetown and Busselton. As the Minister for State Development, Jobs and 
Trade and the minister representing the Minister for Regional Development in this house, is the Premier concerned 
that this will have a devastating economic and social impact on our regional towns and communities?  

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

I do not know anything about the matter. I have never heard of this before. If the member wanted a more 
comprehensive answer, he probably should have requested that the Minister for Racing and Gaming be here and 
he could have asked him. Racing and Wagering Western Australia examines all these issues on a constant basis 
and makes determinations based upon turnover and activity levels within regional towns and any racetrack. It 
constantly appraises and works out whether the racing activity demand justifies the continuation of the service, 
whatever it may be. Some of these tracks might have one meet a year and sometimes a decision is made to close 
that track for the broader good of the industry. However, I do not know of the circumstances that the member is 
talking about. I do not know whether what the member is saying is true. What I often find is that the preambles 
and the content contained within the questions asked by the opposition have no relationship to the truth. I suggest 
that when the member puts in his list of questions as he currently does before question time, he might ask the 
question of the Minister for Racing and Gaming who can then be here to answer his question.  
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